Learning Frameworks
CAREER PROJECT					                                                         PART 2
ACTION PLAN

Due Date: ______________
Grading: This assignment is worth a total of _________ points. Your grade is based on the degree to which you have shown evidence of fully exploring, reflecting upon, and creating a plan of action to pursue your selected future career (including future coursework and higher education, where relevant). There are several parts to this assignment. Please refer to the checklist on the last page to ensure that you have completed all aspects of the action plan and included them in your portfolio. 

Action Items: These three items do not require a written essay or reflection. These will simply be added to your portfolio once you have completed them. 
1. Meet with your Faculty Advisor to map out a graduation plan for your Associate’s Degree at Texarkana College. What courses are required? When will you take them? How many hours do you plan to take per semester? Obtain a copy of this SIGNED degree plan to add to your portfolio.

2. If you are planning to obtain an advanced degree (Bachelor’s/Master’s), contact the college you are planning to attend and obtain a degree plan for your field of study. Obtain a copy of this degree plan and add it to your portfolio.

3.  Create a resume that you can easily build upon that will appeal to your future prospective employers. College Forward will conduct a workshop during class to guide you through this process. Include your resume in your portfolio. 



Essay: Write a 3-4 page essay detailing your specific plan of action to achieve your career goals. The following bullet points must be included in your essay in order to receive full credit and should be used as a guide when formulating your five-paragraph essay. Include your essay in your portfolio. 
· Introductory paragraph: Clearly identify your “End in Mind” by introducing your career field and your ultimate career goal. 
 	-Career description		-Basic qualifications
	-Reason for pursuing		-Any other relevant information

· Goals: Identify three goals that you can work toward that will help you move forward on this career path, and outline the specific actions you will take to reach these goals. Consider the following for each goal:
	-How does it meet SMART goal criteria?
 	-Is it short-term, long term or enabling?
	-Is it a performance or mastery goal?
	-How is it relevant?

· Opportunities/Threats: Research your chosen career field to determine the following: (Sources for this information must be correctly cited on a works cited page) 
	-Current opportunities currently available on websites of 
	potential employers/companies
	-Specific skills/abilities/education level required
	-Potential salary range 
	-How competitive is this field?	
	-Potential changes in this field over the next 1-3 years (is it a growth area 	or is it in decline?)
	-Will you have to relocate? If so, how will you address this issue?

· Professional Interview: Using the questions you identified in your Possible Selves/Possible Lives assignment as a guide, develop a short interview (5-7 questions) to conduct with an expert in your chosen field. You may conduct the interview in person, via phone, or through email. Summarize the important aspects of your interview, and be sure to include the name and place of employment of the professional you interviewed. 

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Concluding Paragraph: In this paragraph, you will summarize what you have learned about your chosen career field throughout the course of this project. 
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