Pleasant Grove High School

Practicum in Health Science: Pharmacy Technician Syllabus

Instructor: Stephanie Fincher, RN, BSN       Location: Room 723 
Conf: 12:30-2:05 B-Days
Email Address:  sfincher@pgsid.net
  Phone:  903-832-8005 school
Study Blue: The app Study Blue will be beneficial for you to download as it contains flash cards of test material for many units of this course. 
Credit:  2 High School Honor Credits/Dual Credit see College Syllabus posted on line at teacher web page accessed by directions given above
Dual Credit Course Description: An occupationally specific course designed to provide knowledge and skills for certification as a Pharmacy Technician.  This course will provide an overview of 200+ prescription and nonprescription medications. Course content will emphasize drug classifications, drug action, drug administration, dosage calculations, legal issues, work place safety, and pharmacy operations and technology. Students will develop an understanding of pharmaceutics and its impact on the health care industry. Career options in pharmacy will also be explored with specific information on preparing for the national PTCB certification exam.  Further information regarding this exam can be obtained at www.ptcb.org and practice requirements can be found at the Texas State Board of Pharmacy website – www.tsbp.state.tx.us.  

Units of Study:  
1. Pharmacy and Health Care – history, career pathways, changing roles
2. The Pharmacy Technician – characteristics/skills, role, certification
3. Drug Development, Regulation and Control – oversight agencies, clinical trials, law and regulation
4.   Drug Routes of Administration and Formulations

5. Basic Bio-pharmaceutics- ADME, factors influencing drug activity

6. Information Resources, References and Labels

7. Safety in the Health Care Environment – fire, electrical, and chemical safety,  body mechanics, CPR 
8. Sterile Formulations 

9. Compounding Pharmacy
10. Community Pharmacy
a. Prescription processing/labeling

b. Inventory Management

c. Insurance/Finance

11. Hospital and Other Environment Pharmacy

12. Terminology and Abbreviations for Pharmacy

13. Math Calculations for Pharmacy Techs

14. Common Drugs and Their Uses – Survey of most common drugs classifications, actions and side effects for each body system.
Methods of Teaching and Grading:
This course will be taught using lecture, group learning activities, computer based and hands on skills activities.  Grading will be 50% major tests and clinical journal and 50% daily work, classroom and clinical participation.  A comprehensive final exam will be required for each semester if in dual credit.
Supplies:

Supplies include a binder for handout materials; pencil/paper and calculator (does not have to be scientific function). 1 pack dry erase markers-any color
Certification Testing:
Once completed with this course, students may choose to register for an additional semester clinical component course through Texarkana College that will provide rotations within community pharmacy environments to better prepare students seeking employment as a pharmacy technician. This optional clinical experience is not, at this time, required for taking the PTCB exam to obtain certification. Once students have graduated and pass a criminal background check, they may register to take the PTCB exam at a cost of $129. This exam is taken independently after graduation, but assistance in how to register and where to test, etc. will be provided at the end of this course. 

Cell Phone Policy:  Cell phone use will not be allowed during classroom instructional time unless we are using it for a specific lesson related application. If your cell phone is out and/or in use during instructional time, you will be given a warning. If it remains out it will be taken up and then returned at the end of class. For repeat offenses, the cell phone will be taken up and returned to student at the end of the day. 

Late Work – Re-take Policy: It is expected in college and employment that you will complete assigned tasks on time and that you will give your best effort the first time Thus, a no re-take, no late work policy will be in effect for my Pharmacy Tech classes. Work missed for school related absence or illness will be accepted based on the district policy. .It is the responsibility of the student to ask for any missed test or assignments.
I have read the above guidelines and agree to follow them while in this classroom.

Signature of Student: __________________________________________

Date:_______________

Signature of Parent: ______________________________________________

Date: _______________
